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2321 December 22, 1899 

gers who do not conform to the immigration laws and regulations. Often 
doubtful persons are sent to the consulate before they can obtain a ticket. 

Captain and physician sign in my presence the respective affidavits. 

It has occurred twice, once on the 4th of last September in relation 
to the steamship Herschel, and again on the 27th of the same month in 
relation to the steamship Swindon, both bound to New Orleans, that a 
disinfection of the ship has been required in order to reduce the number 
of days of quarantine at New Orleans. For this purpose all occupied 
rooms on board have been thoroughly washed with soapsuds, to which 
creolin was added. The wearing apparel of the crew has been sub- 
jected for several hours to a spray of a carbolic solution ; the bilge 
has been flushed with sea water, pumped out, and then disinfected with 
a strong solution of bichloride of mercury. The respective solutions 
have been washed down through the orifice leading from deck to the 
bilge. The deck has been abundantly washed with water. 

To the cargo there has been done nothing. 

In regard to vaccination I may remark the following: As we have 
here, especially during recent months, a smallpox epidemic, almost all 
the captains have been requested to be vaccinated and to cause their 
crews to be vaccinated also. Not a single one has consented to follow 
the advice. To the execution of the measure there are many difficul- 
ties, such as want of time, refusal of the crew, expenses, etc. 

There is no means of compelling them, as no legal compulsion exists. 

In regard to the passengers, the agents of the steamers call their 
attention, when they apply for a ticket, to the utility of vaccination. 
Few persons, that have not been vaccinated before, follow the advice. 
On board of steamers that convey physicians, passengers are examined 
in order to ascertain whether they have been previously vaccinated 
and eventually the physician vaccinates during the voyage. For that 
purpose I have here repeatedly applied for vaccine tubes from the 
Municipal Vaccine Institute. 

In my opinion, about 95 per cent of steerage passengers leaving this 
port for the United States have been vaccinated. 

Eespectfully, W. Havelbtjrg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, November S, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of transactions 
at this station for the week ended October 28, 1899, and to respectfully 
inform you that during the past two weeks there have been only 2 cases 
of plague, and that the city remains free from other quarantinable dis- 
eases. The last case of bubonic fever occurred eleven days ago, and the 
city has been officially declared free from the recent epidemic. The 
quarantine against Hongkong at Singapore and other cities in the east 
has been removed. 

Eespectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, JJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Stjrgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.l 
Report of vessels inspected at Hongkong, China, for week ended October 28, 1899. 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number 
of cabin 
passen- 
gers. 


Number 
of steer- 
age pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
rejected. 


Oct. 24 




Manila, F.I 


70 
53 
40 
53 
37 


2 






16 



12 



1 


Oct. 25 




San Francisco, Cal.. 


1 


Do 







Oct. 26 




New York, N. Y 





Oct. 27 




1 








Do ... 


do 


50 

82 




10 


34 
25 





Do 




do 


2 











o Crew bathed and their clothing disinfected. 
6 Supplemental bill of health. 

Hongkong, November 6, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith report of transactions at 
this station for the week ended November 4, 1899. 

Kespectfully, J. C. Perky, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. JET. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.l 
Report of vessels inspected at Hongkong, China, for week ended November 4, 1899. 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number 
of cabin 
passen- 
gers. 


Number 
of steer- 
age pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
rejected. 


Oct 31 




New York.N.Y 

Manila,P.I 


17 
88 
65 


2 
25 
23 



33 
43 









1 


Do 




do 


1 


Do 

Nor. 2 

Do . 


U. S.ship Manuel Llguna(o) 
U. S. St. launch Worthing- 
ton. 






Manila,P.I 


10 

10 
335 

49 

128 







2 
29 




. 



3 
506 





do 







Argentine ss. Presidente 
Sermente (6). 


do 







do 





Do 




San Francisco, 
Cal. 


8 









a Supplemental bill of health. 

b Argentine naval vessel. 

cCrew and steerage passengers bathed and their baggage disinfected. 

Report showing number of deaths occurring in Hongkong during the month of September, 1899, 

and their causes. 

I.— Genebal Diseases. 

(A) Specific febrile diseases- 
Zymotic — 

Whooping cough 1 

Fever, typhoid (enteric) ; 3 

Fever, simple, continued 1 

Diarrhea 32 

Dysentery 8 

Bubonic fever (plague) 58 



